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Victoria should be committed to build a better future
with First Nations people, not building monuments to
colonisation

A government engaged in negotiating a Treaty with First Nations people should
engage in that process in a serious and respectful way — not only at the negotiating
table, but in everything they do.

The decision to rename the Maroondah Hospital after a former Queen of the United
Kingdom is not a serious or respectful choice by a government doing Treaty.

Maroondah is an Aboriginal word. Erasing an Aboriginal word from a public building
speaks directly to the erasure our people experienced. The genocide of our people
that started with massacres and continued right through much of the Queen’s reign
with the attempted forced assimilation of the Stolen Generations.

Even today, the Premier has responded to criticism of his decision by dismissing it. If
the Premier is committed to the Treaty process, he will have to have many tough
conversations with our communities. It is not a good sign that he has run so quickly
from this discussion.

This comes after the Federal Government made the decision to ask us to mourn the
Queen through a public holiday. Another government that lauds its commitment to
Voice and Treaty, but did not think to give us a voice on this decision.

These decisions are not one-offs. Every day we are left out of decision-making
process by governments that claim to enable Self Determination. Every day we deal
with discrimination and bias. Each little decision compounds to build a system that
continues the harm that was first brought to these shores by the British Empire that
the Queen would later inherit.

Naming a major hospital after a Queen of the United Kingdom adds yet another
barrier for the Aboriginal community — and undoes the decades of work by our people
to build inviting, culturally safe spaces.



Deaths in custody, intergenerational trauma, higher rates of mental iliness, higher
rates of chronic disease, institutionalised racism, and barriers to access in health and
aged care services are just some of the major disadvantages being experienced by
our communities because of the type of decision-making we have seen from

governments in recent weeks.

Governments make these decisions knowing that it results in worse outcomes for our

people. They make the choice that getting in on media coverage of the Queen’s death

is politically expedient and worth the damage it will inflict on First Nations people.

That decision-making will not cut it at the Treaty table. It must stop now.
Governments must treat us seriously and with respect.

It is never too late to reverse a bad decision.
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